Helical crus reconstruction using a postauricular chondrocutaneous flap.
The authors describe a helical crus reconstruction technique using a postauricular chondrocutaneous flap vascularized by the postauricular vessels. They used this procedure on 7 patients who had developed a large defect on the helical crus following surgery. In each patient the flap design was adjusted to fit the form of the defect. All flaps were in easy reach of the defect and all flaps survived without any complications. The reconstructed ears had good three-dimensional form, and the color and texture match was satisfactory. The flap donor site was not noticeable because it was hidden behind the ear. Constriction did not occur and a good form was maintained. Neither deformity due to scar contracture nor absorption of the cartilage was observed.